
The rocket I’ll tell you
how to make is not
dangerous. I’ll tell you
about history, math and
physics, and you won’t
yawn! Russia and the USA
raced to dominate outer
space. They raced to put a
satellite in space, to put a
human in space, and to
create a successful space
walk and to land on the
moon. They both tried to be
the first one to do it and
there is only one that the
United States won in: zero
Russians have been on the
moon. The Russians won
the rest. Yuri Gagaran was
the first man to go into
space in a rocket but they
didn’t have the technology
to walk on the moon yet.
There are many model

rockets that are quite easy

to make. Here is one called
the soda bottle rocket. You
will need: paper, a 2-liter
bottle, water, a bicycle
pump, and a styrofoam
tray. First, you stand up the
bottle neck side down.
Then you will fold the
paper into a cone and tape
it on the bottom of the
bottle. Cut fins from the
styrofoam tray and tape to
the sides. Fill to the label
with water and use a
bicycle pump to fill to pres-
sure above 20. Ask an adult
to help build your rocket
launcher. You can find a
design at
http://www.nasa.gov/pdf/
153405main_Rockets_Wate
r_Rocket_Launcher.pdf or
you can search “Soda Bottle
Rocket Launcher” for more
choices. Your rocket should
fly more than 20 feet high.
You should probably
launch this at a park.

You can go to the library
or talk to your parents and
see if you can take a rocket
class. One idea is in
Huntsville, Ala. There is a
rocket and space shuttle
class put on by NASA and it
is called Space Camp. Laura
Loebl, who went to Space
Camp in 2009, said, “I
thought I’d get dizzy going
upside down in the multi-
axis trainer but I didn’t
because it never turned in a
full circle.” Ignite Creative
Learning Studio has a
rocket class taught by
Sharon Morgan, who used
to be an aeronautical engi-
neer for the Navy. She
worked on Tomcats.

Have fun and make sure
to step back when you
launch your rocket!
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able to cross from one
structure to the other.
“There was a heavy fuel

load in there,” said Lind-
bery about the accumula-
tion of material that could
potentially be flammable.
“That makes things much
more complicated. We’re
going to’ be here for hours
mopping up.”

Neighbors first knew
something was wrong
when they noticed the
smell of smoke. “At first it
smelled like someone was
burning trash,” said
Fernando Flores Jr., who
lives next door to the resi-
dence. “Then we saw
flames so my brother
called 911.”
Flores says that the two

occupants of the burning
building were at first
unaware of the danger.
“They didn’t know what
was going on,” continued
Flores, “so I went in and
told them to get out of the
house. Luckily the Fire
Department responded
quickly.”
Flores and his brothers

attempted to help the
homeowners fight off the
blaze until fire crews
arrived. Flores’ brother,
Jesus, was taken to the
hospital after suffering
from smoke inhalation

while helping the family
defend the property from
the onslaught of flames.
“We grabbed the garden

hose but it was already
too late,” said the prop-
erty’s owner who was only
identified as Al. “Fire was

just pouring out the front
door.”

According to Lindbery,
40 firefighters from
stations all over the
county, including Ventura
County Stations 20, 21, 22
and 23 from the Ojai

Valley, responded. Fire
crews from Camarillo,
Rincon, Fillmore, Somis
and Ventura were also
dispatched to fight the
two-alarm blaze.
Fire crews remained on

scene for several hours

mopping up after the fire
was knocked down at
12:49 p.m. Firefighters
were dispatched to the
scene at 11:36 a.m. and
arrived on scene at 11:40
a.m. according to fire
dispatch records.
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adoption tonight.
One problem that’s

surfacing is that the city has
neglected to include any
detailed information for
proposing the designation
of identified properties as
historical resources. Certain
properties listed, like the
Ojai Library or the Post
Office Tower, seem to be
obvious choices. It may be
difficult, however, to under-
stand why the city has
included more than 20
properties on Bald Street
near Sea Fresh Seafood on
the list. 
If the city adopts the Plan-

ning Commission’s
proposed resolution, simply
installing new, energy-effi-
cient windows or rooftop
solar panels in a home
could become a multi-
staged course of action that
could culminate in a
lengthy historic resource
review process. So far, the
city has not indicated who
would pay the costs associ-
ated with acquiring a
building permit for a
historic resource, but due to
the city’s budget crisis, it
seems likely that costs
would be the responsibility
of the property owner.
“The historic resource

screening survey and its
recommendations present
potentially serious ramifi-
cations to the owners of the
properties listed,” said
Beam, who has practiced
environmental law for more
than 30 years. “It’s impor-
tant that they understand
the implications of the city’s
program.”
Citizens have a chance to

weigh in on the issue at the
Ojai Planning Commission
meeting today at 7:30 p.m.
at City Hall. Local experts
strongly urge the commu-
nity to attend the meeting
to voice their opinions and
get a firm grasp on the rami-
fications of the situation.

Look for a full report on
the city’s historical
resources in future issues of
the OVN.
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reigns, and Hilgers is quick to
pass credit to her husband,
Chris, her son, Chet, and her
23-year-old grandson, Casey
Myers. “You know it’s a family
business, and we all help out
whenever we can, it’s not just
me.” Indeed, the grading and
excavating business that
supports the Hilgers clan has
donated time and materials to
many of our parks and public
resources over the years. The
Hilgers have planted trees at
Libbey Park, Topa Topa
Elementary, Matilija Junior
High, and Cluff Vista Park.
They were instrumental in the
restoration of the Pergola, as
well as the San Antonio
Elementary Amphitheater.
Most recently, the job of
getting the Ojai Skate Park
constructed has taken up
much of Hilgers’ free time,
and she is currently trying to
raise funds to complete the
project.
“We just need four lights so

the kids can skate at night,”
she says. “We’ve raised
$23,000, but we need $60,000
to get the job done.”

Hilgers reminisces about
the activities that were avail-
able to her own children,
Heidi and Chris, when they
were growing up in Ojai. “My
kids used to love going to the
bowling alley, and playing
miniature golf. They’d ride the
train tracks to Devil’s Gulch, or
play at Matilija Hot Springs.
There were so many things for
kids to do.” Hilgers wants to
keep that spirit alive, as she
dedicates her time to making
sure the children of Ojai have
plenty of activities and places
to go to keep them busy
having fun. 

Born in New York, Hilgers
became a California resident
when her parents and six
siblings moved here in 1955,
when she was in the ninth
grade. Her husband Chris was
born in Santa Monica, and
together they moved to Ojai in
January of 1969 with their two
children, then ages 9 and 4, to
help relatives repair their
ranch after heavy rains that hit
the Ojai Valley that year. 

When her children enrolled
at Topa Topa Elementary,
Hilgers began volunteering in
the classroom, helping with
art projects and afternoon
school programs. Later, she
helped decorate at school
dances and performances
held at Matilija Junior High
and Nordhoff High School.
Together with fellow longtime
Ojai resident Nancy Hill,
Hilgers helped organize the
youth pageants in Libbey
Park, as well as the “Wall of
Fame” commemorating our
soldiers on Memorial Day.
Community service is part

of Hilgers’ day-to-day life, and
the spirit of “volunteering”
runs in the family. “Everyone
likes to help, and participate.
It’s what we do,” she says. 
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Photo by Logan Hall
The smoldering remains of a garage loom in the background as firefighters begin to mop up after a fire devas-
tated a home on the 600 block of Fairview Road on Sunday.

Building rockets can be fun and safe
Jimmy Loebl
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OVN managing editor Misty Volaski shows a copy of the
paper to members of the Ojai Valley Kids’ Press.


